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XXI ... Ah Account of an 'Experiment for raifing Indian Corn> 
in poor Land. In a Letter from Joseph Greenleaf^ 
Efq; to the Reverend Jo.hn Clark, F. A. A. 

Bojlon, May 26, 1785. 
S I R,. 

WHILE I refided in the country, I found it was the 
opinion of the farmers, that whoever railed Indian corn 
paid more for it, in labour, than it was worth : that the land 
muft be ftrong, highly manured, well plowed and hoed, or it 
would not produce a crop half equal in value to the expence 
beftowed upon it : that the land, in a very few years, would 
fee worn out, and mufl lie ufelefs a number, of years after-* 
wards- to recover its fertility. 

To convince them ©f their-error^ rpurchafed,' of one of my 
neighbours, a piece of land" which he affirmed was worn out, 
and unfit to produce any crop of any kind. The land Was dry^ 
and^not-a ftone in it j the foil was very light and mallow, in-a 
clining to iahd. The ground was over-run with briars and 
weeds, called St. Jobn's-vtoxt,, with here and there a fpire of 
coarle wild grafs/. 

Upon this piece of ground! made the following experiment: 
Irithe firft place I procured a plough, made under my own di* 
re&ion; with a fharp coulter, and a fhare about a. fourth part of 
the fize and weight of common-plough-fh'ares ; and with afur- 
tow-boardi on a - new conllru&ion, that followed the coulter 
edge-wifei turning the furrow over in rather a ipiral form. With 
this plough, which required only the ftrength of a fingle horfe, 
ft furrow was -ploughed through the whole length -of my field; 

and, 
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and, returning with the plough on the fide next to which the 
furrow was turned, threw up another furrow againft the firfL 
At four feet dLftaace from this another double furrow was ploug- 
ed, in the fame manner ; and fo on, leaying a fpace of four 
feet between the double furrows, through the whole field. 
Upon thefe double furrows potatoes were planted, leaving the 
fpace of four feet between each hill. This field contained two 
acres and an half, and was about forty rods in length. It was 
ploughed and planted, inoaeday, with one horfe and two boys. 
.When thetpotatoes earaeup and wanted -tending, the fame boys, 
with the fame horfe and plough, turned another furrow of the 
unpJougfessi ground towards the potatoes,, on each fide, and 
dfeffed them with their hoes : this they alfo performed in one 
■. day. At Jialf-hilling, it was repeated, and the whole ;field be- 
came ploughed. At hilling, the field was crofs-ploughed, the 
;«arth thrown towards the crop each way, and drefled with the 
Jioe. I3y this mode, two acres and an half was compleatly 
tilled in four days, with the labour of only two b©ys and one 
horfe j which, in the common way of managing ground, would 
have required ten days labour of one man, one boy, and two 

j^iorfes. 

The next fpring I ploughed, between every two rows of the 

i old potatoe-hills,* two furrows, which were thrown one againft 
the other, and planted my corn upon them, without any manure. 
The ploughing and planting was performed by the fame horfe, 
plough and boys, in one day* My corn was huibanded in the 

; fame manner my potatoes were the year before. A field on the 
other fide of the fence, much of the defcription and fize of mine, 
was two days and an half in ploughing and planting, with one 

iinan, a boy, two horfes, and a common plough. This field, 

was 
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fras planted on the feme day with mine, and was well dunged* 
My corn made its appearance about two days before my neigh- 
bour's, ripened more than a fortnight earlier, and I had the 
largeft crop. 

I continued to plant corn in the fame land, between the 
old hills as before-mentioned, for three years fucceflively, with* 
out carrying on any manure, — the crops increafing about two 
bufhels every year. My removing to Bo/ion prevented my re- 
peating the experiment. You will join with me in lamenting 
the lofs to the public of thoufands of acres of land that lie ufe- 
lefs in this commonwealth, from a miftaken notion that fuch 
land is worn out, and not capable of producing a crop fuflicicnt 
to pay even for the feed that is planted. 
I am, &c. 

JOSEPH GREEN LEAF. 
The Reverend Jobn Clarke* 
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